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EDUCATION AND CRITICAL THINKING

The event is dedicated to World Philosophy Day

The Conference will take place on 17-18 November 2022, starting at 10.00 a.m., in mixed
personal/online format. In-person participation (physical presence) will take place in hall No
119, the Corpus 11 of Moldova State University, 60 Alexei Mateevici Street, Chisinau, Republic
of Moldova. Online participants will receive the login link. Please specify in the registration
form the way you will participate in the conference, in-person or online.

The conference is designed to address, from the perspective of social and human sciences,
fundamental aspects regarding education, implicitly the development of critical thinking.


http://www.commonfuture-paris2015.org/The-Conference.htm

ARGUMENT

In a society that, in recent years, is facing with a series of serious dysfunctional realities
- pandemic, war, economic crisis, etc. - education, in turn, must endure a series of
metamorphoses. Education always takes place in a certain historical context, being determined
by a complex of factors that involve it in the needs of the time, in everything that happens in
society. Thus, education must be approached as a general human phenomenon and not only as
a sequence of a certain period in the life of a human being. Authentic education depends on
critical thinking, by which we understand the certainty that all the phenomena, processes,
related to education that take place in society, will unfold in an authentic way and will respect
the rules of logic, implicitly they will relate to the natural development of the human being and
of the human society. Critical thinking is significant to both the teaching and learning process
of knowledge, involving the mental process of analyzing or evaluating true information.
Critical thinking examines evidence, reasoning, and judges’ facts. Thanks to critical thinking,
complex cognitive processes are triggered, which begin with the accumulation of information
and end with decision-making.

To think, in the simplest terms and according to Wittgenstein, is to speak in the mind. If
you communicate what you have said in your mind to others, this action becomes the
foundation of communicative reason in the habermasian sense. To superimpose on the act of
thinking a critical act would actually mean an honest and responsible attempt to eliminate errors
in action decisions. Criticism has the ability, according to Foucault, to establish relationships
between what exists, what is known and what is performed - all these facts being inserted in a
wider social and cultural network, subordinated in relation to philosophy, logic, ethics or
psychology.

The concept of critical thinking has received numerous definitions mainly from
philosophy, cognitive psychology and education, each field valuing important aspects of the
possibilities of using reasoning, the mechanisms of the functioning of the human mind or those
of learning strategies and stimulating/developing skills of critical thinking. The concept of
critical thinking is one that constantly bears redefinition and adaptation, and the scope of
applicability of this concept is open to all forms of knowledge. The concept becomes important
for all fields of knowledge. The dynamics of the development of knowledge, the accumulation




of new knowledge in all fields, the transformations and radical experiences that society

registers, force the reevaluation, reinterpretation and reformation of the principles, strategies,
practices and methodologies of critical thinking. At the same time, it requires the development
of new teaching strategies of learning critical thinking.

Education in society, including in the society of the Republic of Moldova, promotes a
certain kind of human order, which foreshadows the evolution of a nation in the future. We can
deduce that education - and implicitly self-education - represents the essential dimension of the
process of permanent "human development". This syntagma refers to both individual and social
education, in both cases is involved the value system in which the education will be carried
out. The authentic presence of the human being in life and in society, reporting to a thoroughly
grounded value system should represent the major purpose of any education process. For
instance, taking into account the events we are experiencing right now, concerns for peace
education, for an education that advocates against violence of any kind, for a peaceful
resolution of conflicts should become a priority. Considering these objectives, the pragmatic,
action-instructive side must be harmoniously combined with that of the development of the
human being. Education aims at the formation of human beings in order to integrate them into
society through personal adaptation. In this context, the relationship between human being and

community, in accordance with cultural values and practices, is decisive.

THE CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES:

¢ Integrative analysis of the concepts of education and critical thinking;

e Approaching education by recourse to critical thinking as a necessity of becoming
human, including as a natural development of the whole society;

e Presenting the latest interpretive trends regarding the role of critical thinking;

e Valorization of the pragmatist philosophy ideas, namely that the philosophy of
education has as its cognitive paradigm the focus on interaction and communication;

¢ Analysis of philosophical paradigms regarding the present and future of education;

¢ Unifying the research tradition in the social and human sciences: possible collaborative

projects between researchers and teachers on education and critical thinking.




POSSIBLE THEMES AND TOPICS TO EXPLORE:

o rational standards in evaluating opinions and beliefs;

o the role of emotions in critical thinking (logic and theories of argumentation);
o ways of using logical, ethical/moral, rhetorical reasoning;

e new models of decision-making in action;

e communicative reason and the deliberative process;

o skills and dispositions necessary for critical thinking;

e question-answer dynamics and problem-solving intention;

¢ education and learning of critical thinking skills and strategies;

o transferability of critical thinking skills to new contexts.

Are invited to participate in the dialogue researchers and teachers from the fields of:
philosophy, educational sciences, anthropology, psychology, sociology, philology, history,
political sciences, communication sciences and public relations, art, semiotics, etc. Selected
papers will be published in a collective volume with academic recognition. Nominal certificates

of participation will be awarded.

International Scientific Conference — Methodological School in Social and Human Sciences
— is held within the project: The epistemological approach of personal development and
education for society: from transdisciplinary strategies to the pragmatic purposes of the
current society of the Republic of Moldova. The priority of the topic - Societal challenges -
is registered in the State Register of projects in the field of science and innovation with the
number 20.80009.1606.08 / ,,State Program” (2020-2023)

Deadline for submission of abstracts: October 15, 2022

Acceptance/Rejection: November 1, 2022

Deadline for submitting papers: December 1, 2022

The articles must contain between 7 and 10 pages. The articles will be presented in English.
The working languages of the conference will be Romanian and English.

To register, participants are asked to complete the Registration Form.

There is no participation fee.



http://www.commonfuture-paris2015.org/The-Conference.htm

THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE:

Mircea Dumitru, Member of the Romanian Academy, PhD., Professor, University of
Bucharest, director of the Institute of Philosophy and Psychology "Constantin Radulescu
Motru" of the Romanian Academy

Stefan Afloroaei, Corresponding Member of the Romanian Academy, PhD., Professor,
Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy and Social-Political Sciences, "Alexandru
loan Cuza" University, lasi

Otilia Dandara, PhD., Hab., Professor, First Vice-Rector, Vice-Rector for didactic and student
activity, Moldova State University

Lucian Ciolan, PhD., Professor, Vice-Rector Development Projects, Lifelong Learning and
Educational Infrastructure, University of Bucharest

Eudochia Saharneanu, PhD., Hab., Professor, Department of Philosophy and Anthropology,
Faculty of History and Philosophy, Moldova State University

Sergiu Matveev, PhD., Associate Professor, Dean of the Faculty of History and Philosophy,
Moldova State University

Viorel Vizureanu, PhD., Professor, Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest

Marin Balan, PhD, Practical Philosophy and History of Philosophy Department, Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Bucharest

Laura Pricop, PhD., Institute of Interdisciplinary Research, "Alexandru loan Cuza" University,
lasi

Petru Bejan, PhD., Professor, Director of the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy
and Social-Political Sciences, "Alexandru loan Cuza" University, lasi

Constantin Cucos, PhD., Professor, Department for the Teaching Staff Training, The Faculty
of Psychology and Educational Sciences, "Alexandru loan Cuza™ University, lasi

Ovidiu Panisoara, PhD., Professor, Director of the Teacher Formation Department, The Faculty
of Psychology and Educational Sciences, University of Bucharest

Svetlana Coanda, PhD., Hab., Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and
Anthropology, Faculty of History and Philosophy, Moldova State University

Constantin Stoenescu, PhD., Professor, Director of the Department of Theoretical Philosophy,
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest

Romulus Brancoveanu, PhD., Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest
Viorel Cernica, PhD., Professor, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest

Cristian Iftodi, PhD., Associate Professor, Director of the Practical Philosophy and History of
Philosophy Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest

Ioan Gutu, PhD., Associate Professor, Director of Department of Romance Linguistics and
Intercultural Communication, Moldova State University




Bogdan Popoveniuc, PhD., Professor, Director of the Doctoral School of Social and Human
Sciences ,,Stefan cel Mare” University of Suceava

Eugenia Bogatu, PhD., Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and Anthropology,
Faculty of History and Philosophy, Moldova State University

Nelly Turcan, PhD., Hab., Professor, Department of Communication and Information Theory,
Faculty of Journalism and Communication Sciences, Moldova State University

Traian Dinorel Stanciulescu, PhD., Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and
Public Relations, Faculty of Philosophy and Social-Political Sciences, "Alexandru loan Cuza"
University, lasi

Adrian Nita, PhD., Institute of Philosophy and Psychology "Constantin Radulescu Motru" of
the Romanian Academy

Vlad Paslaru, PhD., Hab., Professor, Institute of Romanian Philology "Bogdan Petriceicu-
Hasdeu" of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova

Constantin Schiopu, PhD., Hab., Professor, Academy of Music, Theater and Fine Arts,
Chisinau

Gheorghe Bobana, PhD., Hab., Professor, Institute of History, Moldova State University

Dumitru Dodul, PhD., Associate Professor, Director of the Department of Philosophy and
Anthropology, Faculty of History and Philosophy, Moldova State University

Marius Dumitrescu, PhD., Professor, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy and
Social-Political Sciences, "Alexandru loan Cuza™ University, lasi

Gheorghe-llie Farte, PhD., Professor, Department of Communication Sciences and Public
Relations, Faculty of Philosophy and Social-Political Sciences, "Alexandru loan Cuza"
University, lasi

Ludmila Rosca, PhD., Hab., Associate Professor, Moldova State University

Ecaterina Lozovanu, PhD., Associate Professor, Director of the Department of Social and
Human Sciences Technical University of Moldova

Adriana Neacsu, PhD., Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Craiova
Ionut Raduica, PhD., Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Craiova

Anghelina Suceveanu, PhD., Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy and
Anthropology, Faculty of History and Philosophy, Moldova State University

Angela Zelenschi, PhD., Associate Professor, Department of Management and professional
communication, “Stefan cel Mare” Academy

Natalia Cojocaru, PhD., Associate Professor, Department of Psychology Moldova State
University

Marius Cucu, PhD., Faculty of History and Geography, ,,Stefan cel Mare” University of
Suceava
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Project Director: Eugenia BOGATU, PhD., Associate Professor

e-mail: eugenia.bogatu@usm.md
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